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Latin 1 
 
Overview 
Latin 1 covers Chapters 1 – 16 of Wheelock’s Latin.  Students are required to memorize grammar paradigms, 
vocabulary (form, meaning, and derivatives), analyze word forms, translate Latin sentences and stories into 
English, and write short sentences in Latin.  In addition, students study the history and culture of the Romans.  
Good students should have a B in the class. 
 
All Latin students are required to take the National Latin Exam (NLE) in March each year.  The NLE assesses 
student competency in applying their knowledge of Latin.  Students are also expected to know general facts about 
Roman history and culture.  The average grade on any NLE is a C and those who exceed the national average earn 
national awards.  Student scores on the NLE are recorded and count as a test grade in all Latin courses at LCHS. 
 
Grading 
Participation = 10% of the course grade.  Students start each week with 5 out of 5 points.  Any minor infractions 
can result in the loss of points.  This includes general behavior as well as the “Classroom Policies & Procedures” 
contract.  Expect periodic textbook and binder inspections as part of the class participation grade. 
 
Homework = 10% of the course grade.  Homework assignments practice what we are learning in class:  grammar 
paradigms, vocabulary, translation/composition, and comprehension of reading handouts.  Assignments for the 
week are posted on the board and students are responsible for knowing them and their due dates.  Homework 
assignments are often graded for completion and timeliness (especially when practicing grammar paradigms), but 
at times are assessed for correctness. 
 
Quizzes = 20% of the course grade.  Students take a quiz every Friday based on the grammar and vocabulary of 
the current chapter.  The quiz topic for the week is written on the board in the classroom as of Monday and 
remains posted throughout the week along with the due dates of all homework assignments that week.  We 
usually spend two weeks on each chapter of the textbook.  In general, the first quiz on any chapter covers 
memorization of the new grammar.  Students take a practice test in class Thursday as part of their preparation.  
The second quiz on a chapter covers the vocabulary list.  Students receive preprinted vocabulary flashcards when 
we begin a new chapter and can also study the words on Quizlet at https://quizlet.com/class/977974/.  Students 
take a practice vocabulary quiz on Thursday so they can assess their preparedness. 
 
Tests = 40% of the course grade.  Students take 3 – 5 comprehensive tests throughout each semester in addition 
to a semester final exam.  Tests are announced well in advance and students are advised as to preparation. 
 
Final Exam = 20% of the course grade.  The semester final exam is given during finals week each semester.  It will 
be comprehensive and challenging. 
 
Improvement 
I offer extra Latin help during 9th period on Wednesdays or by arrangement.  Students who fail a quiz are required 
to attend 9th period the following week and study the material they have not mastered.  Students who are failing 
Latin overall are required to attend 9th period on a weekly basis until their course grade shows sufficient 
improvement. 
 
Preparing for tests and quizzes, completing all homework on time, and studying Latin vocabulary every day will 
ensure a good grade in Latin 1.  Student who have less than a B need to commit more time to quiz/test 
preparation, focus and ask questions in class, and come to 9th period if they need additional help.  It is also very 
beneficial for Latin students to work with a “study buddy.”  Studying with a friend makes the work more enjoyable 
and both students will see improvement. 
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